
“In the future, when your 

children ask you, “what do 

these stones mean…”   

Josh 4:6- 

“Where the laity is 

alive, things happen”- 

John Wesley. 

The Lay President of 

Methodist Church 

Ghana, Bro John Ekwan 

Kweku Pratt, was in 

London in July to attend 

the Methodist Church 

Britain Conference. 

While in London he took 

the opportunity to meet 

the leadership of the fel-

lowship. I took the oppor-

tunity to ask him about 

few things. 

GMF: What’s the essence 

of Lay President posi-

tion? 

LP: To get the Lay peo-

ple to assist in the ad-

ministration of the 

Church and to share 

the workload with 

Ministers, the Lay 

Movement initiated 

the move to have the 

position of Vice Presi-

dent (now Lay Presi-

dent) of the Method-

ist Conference occu-

pied by a Layperson. 

Similar arrangement 

exists in Britain. The 

elected Lay President 

assists the President 

(now Presiding Bishop) 

in giving leadership to 

the Church.  

GMF: What does the Lay 

Movement do? 

LP: The Lay Movement 

which is made up of all 

Lay members of the 

Church assist in the im-

plementation of the 

Church’s decisions at the 

various levels of the 

Church, namely Confer-

ence, Diocese, Circuit, 

and Society levels. It also 

co-ordinate the work of 

various organisations 

within the Church. 

Continue on page 4   

 

Lay President– Bro John Pratt  

Please pray for the 

following  

∗ Those seeking work 

∗ Sunday school teachers 

∗ President & VP of Conference 

∗ Ghana  

∗ Bro. Kojo Hagan 

∗ Fellowship Leadership 

∗ Fellowship General Meeting 

 

 

 

Do you know what your children are watching online? 

A study has revealed that 

20 percent of young teenag-

ers use illegal websites to 

keep up with what their 

older friends or siblings are 

watching.  

The research carried out 

by the British Board of 

Film Classification and the 

Industry Trust for IP 

awareness included 

1,000 11– 15 year olds. 

A quarter of those 

asked said their parents 

had no idea what they 

were watching.  

There also some web-

sites which allows anony-

mous bulling. A teenager 

from Lutterworth in 

Leicester has killed her-

self after she received 

messages criticising her 

appearance and telling 

her to kill herself.  

Parents! Be online alert. 
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Dr Lawrence Tetteh, who is the President of the UK-based Worldwide 

Miracle Outreach has assured Ghanaians that God would grant the na-

tion peace despite the widespread fear that the Supreme Court verdict on 

the election petition would lead to bloodshed. “God has never failed 

Ghana before, and God will never fail us this time,” he said in an inter-

view with Ghana News Agency, in Accra. 

Dr Tetteh, who’s  also the Chaplain of the Christian Council of Ghana in 

the UK and Ireland, said the civil manner in which the election petition-

ers- the New Patriotic Party conducted themselves in resorting to the law 

courts for redress and the response of the National Democratic Congress 

to the process speaks well about the democratic credentials of the coun-

try. 

 

“The panel of Judges at the Su-

preme Court have displayed a high 

level of professionalism to the de-

light of Ghanaians at home and 

abroad while the law enforcement 

agencies have also proven that 

they are in control of the situation. 

 

“Above all, the tolerance and co-

existence of Ghanaians have 

shown that the country is destined 

by God to enjoy the fruits of peace 

and stability.” 

stability and confusion; it was also 

the period when Israel had no king 

so the people did whatever seemed 

right in their own eyes.  The result 

was the spiritual, moral and politi-

cal decline of the nation.  Our lives 

will also fall into decline and decay 

unless we live by the guidelines 

God has given us.  

In every generation, God raises up 

men and women to stand for Him 

Debora was the wife of Lappidoth, 

a mediator,  a counsellor and the 

fourth only female  judge  in Israel 

and above all  a Prophet in a man’s 

world.  Deborah however main-

tained her heart for God and for 

her family; believed that there was 

more in her life than just working 

in the home.     

She rose to a place of authority in 

the land during a time of great in-

and defend His purposes.  In the 

period of judges, Debora rallied 

Israel’s rag-tag army that have 

been terrorized for a generation by 

the Canaanite forces.  She called 

out Barak Israel top general who 

had shrunken back from the en-

emy’s intimidation, rather than 

shame him for his lack of faith. 

Continue on page 3 

God will grant Ghana peace-Dr Lawrence Tetteh 

Women of the Bible-Taking the Lead in a Man’s World 

message to Ghanaians to mark this 

year's celebrations of Eidul Fitri 

held at the Independence Square 

on Thursday. He said, according to 

'the prophetic tradition that says 

'one can be a leader if he is chosen 

by the people' indicates that Islam 

objects the imposition of a leader. 

He said the Holy Prophet warns 

that 'whoever forces his/ her way 

into leadership position will not 

succeed in his administration' be-

cause he will not receive any divine 

assistance from Allah. In reference 

to the election petition hearing 

which is challenging the declara-

tion of John Mahama as president, 

the National Chief Imam said calls 

for peace are incomplete without 

justice.  

The National Chief Imam says any-

body who forces his or her way into 

leadership position will not succeed 

whilst in office. Shiekh Dr. Osman 

Nuhu Sharubutu said Islam sup-

ports the culture of democratic gov-

ernance as demonstrated through 

elections, the rule of law and the 

dispensation of justice without fear 

or favour. He said this as part of a 

Nobody should force his way into Leadership-Nat. Chief Imam      
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She charged him to be God’s war-

rior and lead Israel into battle.  On 

his request, she went with him to 

the battlefield,   when the time for 

the attack, she was his best cheer-

leader.  Israel prevailed - Debora 

was responsible for leading the 

people into a successful battle. 

In perfect harmony, Deborah and 

Barak’s roles complemented each 

other to achieve an impossible vic-

tory; and on the close of this story, 

the Israelites heard Deborah and 

Barak singing a duet – a song of 

deliverance celebrating God’s vic-

tory. Debora was a true leader not 

a power-hungry one, and wanted to 

serve God and God alone. Her mo-

tive was to give God the credit and 

fought to accomplish great things 

through people who were willing to 

be led by Jehovah God.     

Debora’s life challenges us in sev-

eral ways.  She reminds us of the 

need to be available both to God 

and to others. 

Like Yaa Asantewa of the Ashanti 

Kingdom who organised, rallied 

and led the cowardly men into bat-

tle against the British military 

during the Yaa Asanterwa war. 

Were it not for her the Ashanti na-

tion would have been easily de-

feated and subjugated 

 

Where are your areas of influence?  

are you embracing your God-given 

role to further His purpose?  

Sister Florence Acquah Taylor 

 

 

This year’s children & youth ser-

vice took place last month 10th 

February at Westminster. The 

theme for the celebration was 

Trust In The Lord Always.  

The sermon was preached by a 

young lady, sis Araba Hagan. 

Araba is a 26 year old from Trinity

-by-Bow Methodist Church in the 

New River Circuit. 

In her sermon, she admonished 

both the youngsters and adults not 

to put their trust in anything or 

any one other than God. She said 

until she found God, she had put 

her trust in things like music, 

clothing, celebrities and friendship 

which are all temporal things. The 

children did an reenactment of Je-

sus Walks on Water. 

 

 

 

Women of the Bible– Continuing from page 2 

More of SUWMA Anniversary Photos 

The entertainment night was one 

of the events marking the 10th an-

niversary of SUWMA. 

The theme for the night was proper 

procedure for the traditional Akan 

marriage. 

Sorry for the poor quality of the 

photos. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUWMA’s Entertainment Night 
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If you wish to write articles in the 

newsletter please write to the email 

address below 

in the past. We try to accommodate 

their concerns and needs. Our con-

cern rather is the rural Societies 

where the youth after finishing 

Schools leave for the cities. This 

affects leadership in the rural 

churches. 

GMF: Is the GMF-UK Chaplaincy 

known in Ghana? 

LP: The head office is very much 

aware of the great work the fellow-

ship is doing in Britain but not 

very much known across the con-

nexion. We are seeking to deepen 

the relationship by sharing a re-

port quarterly.  

GMF: You have had a meeting with 

some members of the fellowship. 

What were some of the concerns? 

GMF: What would you say about 

the growth of the Church? 

LP: The Church is really growing 

numerically. As a result we shall 

soon have the 17th Diocese which 

shall be called Upper East & West 

Diocese. There will also be Volta 

Diocese next year. There are plans 

to divide Accra, Cape Coast and 

Koforidua Dioceses to make sure 

we have 20 Dioceses by 2015. We 

have also established 3 churches in 

the Burkina Faso.  

GMF: I hear the youth are still 

leaving the Church. Is it true? 

LP: There will always be some 

youth who for various reasons 

choose to leave for other churches 

but the percentage isn’t as high as 

LP: I am glad I had the opportu-

nity to meet some of you. Most of 

the issues centred on some misun-

derstanding among some group of 

people and the disbandment of the 

choir. I have spoken to the leader-

ship and offered some suggestions 

about resolving the issues. I hope 

and pray that all issues would be 

resolved amicably.  

GMF: Any general advice? 

LP: As humans there will always 

be conflict but we must always try 

to settle it amicably and let peace 

prevail at all times. We should be 

proud of our faith, culture and 

heritage. 

Interview by Bro Felix Otabil 

Phone:  

Fax:  

E-mail: felixo40@hotmail.com 
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 Interview with Lay President. Continuing on page 1.  

 GENERAL MEETING ON SUNDAY 11 AUGUST  
VENUE: Methodist Central Hall, Westminster, London SW1H 9NH  

TIME: 3.30PM  

AGENDA  

1. Apologies for Absence  

2. Notes of Previous Meeting  
3. Chaplain’s Remarks  
i) Achievements in 2008-2013  
ii) Vision for 2013-2018  
iii) GMF Nottingham 10th Anniversary  
iv) GMF Scotland & Leicester  
v) GMF Choir  

4. Secretary’s Report  
i) GMF-UK Grant Funding for 2013-2018  
ii) 2013 Chaplaincy Organisational Elections  

“In the future, when 

your children ask you
, 

“what do these stone
s 

www.gmf-uk.org 


