
“In the future, when your 

children ask you, “what do 

these stones mean…”   

Josh 4:6- 

Do not underestimate 

the power of tea. The 

tradition of inviting 

friends and neighbours 

to tea may have dimin-

ished over the years, but 

it will surprise many to 

learn that it was this 

great English tradition 

that sowed the seed 

which gave birth to the 

great oak which is now 

known as the Methodist 

Women’s Fellowship.  

The idea of WF was first 

discussed at tea time in 

the house of Sister Fran-

ces Green, then a Tutor 

at Wesley Girls High 

School, Cape coast. 

Those present at the first 

meeting held in Cape 

Coast in 1931 were Mes-

dames Sarah Acquah, 

wife of Rev Gaddiel Ac-

quah, Hanna de Graft-

Johnson, Lydia Selby, 

Henrietta Philips, 

Faustina Daniels and 

Charlotte Bart-Plange, 

who have all gone to be 

with the Lord.  

The aim of the founder, 

Sis Frances Green was 

to organise women to 

bring honour to God, the 

Church and the Commu-

nity. With those six pio-

neers she searched the 

nooks and cronies of 

Cape Coast for the less 

privilege women and 

taught them lessons 

from the Bible. She also 

taught them how to 

read, write and sew. 

Other lessons were house 

keeping and child care.  

A year later, the Synod 

having realised the posi-

tive results approved a 

recommendation for 

more branches to be 

opened countrywide. 

Continue from pages 2 

&3  

Some members of WF 

Please pray for the 

following  

∗ Those seeking work 

∗ Sunday school teachers 

∗ President & VP of Conference 

∗ The sick  

∗ Those bereaved 

∗ Fellowship Leadership 

 

 

 

 

Time to Remember 

Remembrance Day takes 

place on the second Sunday  

of November or the Sunday 

nearest the 11th Novem-

ber. This is to commemo-

rate the First World War 

which ended at the elev-

enth hour on the eleventh 

day of the eleventh month 

1918 (11 O’clock on the 

11th November 1918) 

It was the day when 

the warring forces agreed 

to stop fighting. It was 

felt that the dead should 

be honoured and King 

George v initiated a 2 

minute silence at exactly 

11 o’clock to commemo-

rate those who had died 

for their country.  

What was done to 

prevent another war? 

After the second world 

war, the United Nations 

was set up to resolve con-

flicts peacefully.  
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Presiding Bishop of the Methodist Church Ghana, Reverend Prof. 

Kwaku Asante says there are many bishops in the church scram-

bling for his position though he is yet to complete his tenure.  He, 

however, conceded that the situation is normal in the church as 

church politics began as old as Jesus Christ’s days when two disci-

ples asked Jesus through their mother to be afforded high positions 

in Heaven. 

“So even in those times, there were church politics. He was preach-

ing to members of the St Paul’s Methodist Church, where an induc-

tion ceremony was held for Right Reverend Thomas Brown Frim-

pong. 

Rev Asante called on the church, and 

Ghanaians as a whole to support lead-

ers, while calling on leaders, on the 

other hand, to serve their leaders with 

humility.  

He admonished that it is normal for 

leaders including the President to be 

criticized, calling on them to take the 

criticism in good faith.  

Talking about his Presidency, Rev As-

ante said his term will end in 2015 and 

so politicking for his position should 

cease.  

In 2002 a group of very staunch 

Methodist women namely the 

late Grace McCleary, Susanna 

Hagan-Annobil and Sarah Ogoe 

organised themselves and 

launched the Methodist 

Women Fellowship-UK.  

Aims & Objectives- The aim of 

WF is to strengthen the fellow-

ship of Christian women with 

By 1932 the work of the Fellow-

ship had reached Accra and its 

environs.  

Sister Rose Little, a Missionary 

and Headmistress of Accra 

Wesley Girls High School suc-

cessfully established branches 

in Accra, Nsawam, Aburi and 

Somanya.  

each other and with Jesus 

Christ, so that the life of each 

member may be enriched and 

work together to joyfully serve 

Jesus Christ and his Church. 

Since its formation in the UK, 

the fellowship has helped mem-

bers in difficult and joyful 

times. The fellowship makes 

yearly donation to charitable 

Many are scrambling for my job– Rev Asante  
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and integration, conflict and 

compromise, reconciliation 

and community through the 

lens of the author’s seven years  

as Minister in multi– cultural 

congregations in Italy. The 

congregations were made up of 

Ghanaians, Filipinos, and six-

teen other nationalities.  

...”it has much to offer 

churches and organisations 

grappling with the joys and 

challenges of multicultural di-

versity” (Lia Shimada, Learn-

ing & Development Officer, 

Methodist Church, Britain) 

The book is currently on sale 

at Amazon for £11.50.  

Pasta and plantains: Being the 

Church Together When Every-

thing Else Will Keep Us Apart, 

is a new book written by Rev 

David Markay. David is cur-

rently the District Chair of 

Sheffield District of the Method-

ist Church Britain. 

The book explores immigration 

Pasta and Plantains– a new book 
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organisations in Ghana and UK. The 

fellowship’s passion is to support and 

make difference in people lives. This 

year the fellowship has donated sub-

stantial amount to the following or-

ganisations. 

Rafiki Orphanage, Gyehudze– Bolga-

tanga 

Methodist Women’s Fellowship, 

Ghana, towards Kwadaso Women 

Centre 

Lawra Nutrition Centre-Ghana 

Accra Psychiatric Hospital– Ghana 

Action for Children-UK 

Methodist Home for the Aged, Mead-

ows– Muswell Hill, London 

Our Vision for the Future: 

To undertake annual fundraising 

To visit other sisters in Methodist 

Churches in London 

To organise annual retreat 

To establish links with MWiB 

To continue to support charities in 

Ghana and UK through the GMF. 

We warmly invite all women to join 

us to honour God, the Church and the 

Community. 

Contact Details: 

President: Sister Edna Kofi-Opata 

Tel: 020 7916 9401/ 07503176185 

Secretary: Sister Pepertual Aikins 

Tel: 020 8316 5560/ 07944775505 

This year’s children & youth ser-

vice took place last month 10th 

February at Westminster. The 

theme for the celebration was 

Trust In The Lord Always.  

The sermon was preached by a 

young lady, sis Araba Hagan. 

Araba is a 26 year old from Trinity

-by-Bow Methodist Church in the 

New River Circuit. 

In her sermon, she admonished 

both the youngsters and adults not 

to put their trust in anything or 

any one other than God. She said 

until she found God, she had put 

her trust in things like music, 

clothing, celebrities and friendship 

which are all temporal things. The 

children did an reenactment of Je-

sus Walks on Water. 
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Procession Photos 

The GMF has said good bye to Sis 

Sophia Dede Incoom (pictured left 

with daughter) after her decision to 

relocate to Ghana. At last month’s 

service at Westminster, the fellow-

ship thanked her for her services to 

the women’s fellowship and the 

Chaplaincy. As an active member of 

the welfare scheme, a sum of 

£500.00 was paid to sis Sophia, and 

a signed card. We wish her all the 

best. We shall miss her “boflot”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GMF Bids Sis Sophia Farewell 
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If you wish to write articles in the 

newsletter please write to the email 

address below 

ham, Isaac and Jacob who all had 

barren wives. Their miraculous 

conception may have roused hope 

in Hannah’s heart and might have 

encouraged her to make a vow in 

her prayer. Approaching the door 

way, she fashioned the words in 

her mind, as tears warmed her face 

she made her request “O Lord Al-

mighty, if you look down upon my 

sorrow and answer my prayer and 

give me a son, then I will give him 

back to you” 1 Samuel 1 v 11. 

Would you have made that prom-

ise?  

After Hannah and her husband 

returned to Ramah, God gave her a 

son-and she named him Samuel. 

Once he was old enough, Hannah 

went back to Shilo to give Samuel 

back to God just as she promised. 

Placing her son in the care of the 

Priest Eli, Hannah returned home 

In certain sections of African soci-

ety, barrenness is frowned upon. A 

childless woman is considered a 

failure and even a belief that 

women who have never experi-

enced lack compassion. 

Part of God’s plan for Hannah in-

volved postponing her years of 

child birth. 

The distance between Ramah and 

Shilo was about a day’s journey; 

but for Hannah it must felt like 

weeks. She received constant 

taunts from her rival Peninnah 

and her children any time they 

travelled on this dusty familiar 

path to offer sacrifice at God’s Tab-

ernacle. She made this journey 

every year with tears, bitterness 

and sadness. 

Certainly, this well-worn path had 

known the likes of patriarchs Abra-

empty arms.  

Have you been asked to entrust a 

situation you are not capable of 

handling to God? Are you still 

holding the tip of a problem fearing 

that God is not capable enough to 

solve it? 

The Biblical example of giving 

away something quite precious has 

relevance in present day. Do we 

make empty promises when faced 

with problems or keep our words 

even in difficult circumstances?  

In the heart of every believer who 

has surrendered to God, there lies 

the tension of loving your most 

precious “something” and also hav-

ing to place that “something” into 

God’s hand. 

 

   By Sis Florence Acquah Taylor 

Phone:  

Fax:  

E-mail: felixo40@hotmail.com 

Ye nye Nyame reye! 

 God honours the desire of His faithful maid-Hannah 
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Jumble Sale 
Saturday 30th November 

2013

At

Upper Tooting Methodist 

Church Hall

290 Balham High Road

London

SW17 7AL

Starts - 12.30pm
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