
“In the future, when your 

children ask you, “what do 

these stones mean…”   

Josh 4:6- 

No condition is perma-

nent, no matter where 

you live – be it in the US, 

Europe or Africa. Cir-

cumstances change -

 hopes are dashed, rela-

tionships may fail, leav-

ing us with a hollow feel-

ing of rejection, betrayed 

and emotionally 

wounded. 

  

 That was Naomi's fate -

 far from home 

and poverty stricken. A 

widow - having recently 

lost her husband, and a 

childless mother - her 

two sons had recently 

been laid to rest.  Despite 

her loss, she renewed her 

strength and found joy in 

the only family she had - 

Orpah and Ruth - her 

daughters-in -law. Or-

pah and Ruth have lost 

their respective hus-

bands, the sons of 

Naomi. Their hopes, like 

Naomi's had been 

dashed, they felt lonely, 

rejected by the harsh 

world they lived in and 

emotionally wounded by 

their loss.  

  

It is no surprise that a 

close-knit bond devel-

oped between these 

women - they shared a 

common fate, having lost 

their respective hus-

bands and relied on their 

collective strength to 

address the pain and 

anguish they felt.  Even 

in her desperation, 

Naomi was self-

less. After the death of 

her two sons, Naomi de-

cided to return to Israel 

and encouraged Ruth 

and Orpah to remain in 

their home country 

Moab, to start their lives 

anew.  

 

Continued on page 4 

Sis Eugenia, Steward 

Please pray for the 

following  

∗ Those seeking work 

∗ Sunday school teachers 

∗ President & VP of Conference 

∗ Ghana  

∗ Bro. Kojo Hagan 

∗ Fellowship Leadership 

 

 

 

 

Bermondsey & Peckham Fellowship Celebrates 10th Anniversary 

The Bermondsey & 

Peckham local fellowship 

had its 10th anniversary 

celebration on Sunday 15th 

September 2013.  

The theme was 

“Christian Living”, 

(Philippians 2:1-11) 

The sermon was 

preached by the fellow-

ship’s chaplain, Seth 

Nana Baffoe.  

The youth of the fellow-

ship actively participated 

in conducting the service 

and reading the bible 

lessons.  

Money raised will be 

used to support the fel-

lowship’s selected chari-

ties.  

The fellowship wishes to 

thank all fellow-

ships/organisations and 

individuals who graced 

the occasion.  
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Ann Widdecombe has called on Christians to put pressure on the 

UK government to take action against persecution of Christians 

overseas– and to stop it developing here.  

Speaking at an event in South London, the former government 

minister and media personality warned that today’s “small scale 

persecution” of UK Christians could dramatically worsen unless 

people began to “fight back”. 

Her message calling on Christians to be “extremely vigilant” was 

delivered to more than 200 people at St Mary’s Church, Croydon. 

The event was organized by Aid to the Church in Need, the Catho-

lic charity for persecuted and other suffering Christians.  

The former MP who was speaking on the 20th anniversary of her 

conversion to Catholicism, said “It’s very easy to look at extreme 

cases abroad, to say thank God we 

don’t have that here and then to over-

look what we do have here, which is an 

increasing intolerance and marginali-

zation towards, and of, Christians”. 

 

Turning to the UK, she said the main 

causes of “persecution” against Chris-

tians were equality legislation “and the 

over interpretation of it” and the view 

“that refusing to offend other faiths 

somehow involves surrendering our 

own” 

Keith Vaz– His gaining of the 

Parliamentary seat for Leices-

ter East from the Conservative 

Party would have been a re-

markable achievement in any 

year. But coming as it did in 

June 1987 when the national 

trend was overwhelmingly in 

the other direction, his arrival 

as a Black Member of Parlia-

ment was viewed as a major 

British Railways clerk, Na-

tional Union of Public Employ-

ees area officer and as partisan 

of the Black Trade Unionist 

Solidarity Movement. In the 

political sphere, Grant joined 

the Labour Party in 1975 and 

was elected as Member of Par-

liament for Tottenham.  

political feat. He was also , at 

32, Labour’s youngest MP. 

Keith was born in Aden, South 

Arabia, his family originated 

from India. He was educated in 

Twickenham and Hammer-

smith schools and at Gonville 

and Caius College, Cambridge 

University, and gained BA Law 

Hons. And MA Hons degrees.  

“Be vigilant”, Ann Widdecombe tells UK Christians 

 

Diane Abbot– Her election to 

represent the London constitu-

ency of Hackney North and 

Stoke Newington made her 

Britain’s first black woman 

MP. 

Paul Boateng– Born in the 

Gold Coast (Now Ghana), Paul 

Boaten was educated at the 

Ghana International School 

and Accra Academy, and later 

at Apsley Grammar School and 

the University of Bristol, Eng-

land. Boateng was elected as 

MP for Brent South in 1987. 

Bernie Grant– Born in Guyana, 

and resident in Britain since 

1963, Bernie Grant worked as   

In celebrating the black history 

month (i.e. October), we remind 

you of some first black politi-

cians in our time.  

The General Election of 1987 

saw the historic election to the 

House of Commons of four 

Black Members of Parliament. 

They were all Labour MPs. 

The first Black Parliamentarians in our times. 
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You would probably have said thank 

you dozen times today. “Meda ase” is 

so common that many tourists after 

few weeks in Ghana would have 

learnt to say it. It is uncultured not 

to say thank you. 

At one time Jesus was disappointed 

and rightly so that after healing ten 

people of leprosy only one came to 

say thanks (Luke 17:11-19). Who 

would be happy with one out of ten? 

It is interesting to note that simple 

words “Go and show yourselves to 

the priests” was so powerful to heal 

ten men of leprosy.  

Thankfully, we don’t live in a society 

where we have to ban people from 

towns because they suffer some form 

of diseases. However, there are many 

people who are suffering as direct 

consequences of certain illnesses. 

Despite the advancement of medi-

cine, some illness remains incurable.  

Where are you Holy Spirit? Jesus 

told us you would take care of us. 

Why are you so quiet? Why can’t you 

meet us in the corridors and wards of 

Guy’s and St Thomas’ or King’s col-

lege hospitals? Why so much suffer-

ing in this world? Jesus told the ten 

to go and see the priests and they 

were cleaned. We have been seeing 

the doctors but our suffering remains.  

Who else should we go and see? What 

do you say master Holy Spirit? Is it 

the case that we haven’t; recognised 

you, listened to you, not thanked you 

in the past, doubted you, or depended 

too much on worldly wisdom?  

         By Felix Adoko Otabil 

This year’s children & youth ser-

vice took place last month 10th 

February at Westminster. The 

theme for the celebration was 

Trust In The Lord Always.  

The sermon was preached by a 

young lady, sis Araba Hagan. 

Araba is a 26 year old from Trinity

-by-Bow Methodist Church in the 

New River Circuit. 

In her sermon, she admonished 

both the youngsters and adults not 

to put their trust in anything or 

any one other than God. She said 

until she found God, she had put 

her trust in things like music, 

clothing, celebrities and friendship 

which are all temporal things. The 

children did an reenactment of Je-

sus Walks on Water. 

 

 

 

The Attitude of Ingratitude 

Presentation Photos 

Last month’s service was sand-

wiched with many presentations. 

Bro Isaac Asamoah from Wands-

worth Methodist church donated 

“dondo” to the fellowship.  

Both the GMF and SUWMA made 

separate donations to Bro Ben Twu-

masi and wished him all the best in 

his presbyter training.  Rev Stephen 

Poxon and wife also received new 

GMF cloth as a gift. 
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Ye Nye Nyame Reye! Wo ke Nyonmo Mii Fee! Page 3 



If you wish to write articles in the 

newsletter please write to the email 

address below 

leave her homeland to go to Israel 

just for the sake of loyalty!!! 

  

They had only the Lord to provide 

for them, and He had the details of 

their rescue already in place. God’s 

ways are not our ways. At no point 

in all the trials that Ruth encoun-

tered did she resist or become 

hardened.  Her heart remained 

open, though broken.  She em-

braced Naomi’s lead in returning 

to Bethlehem and then followed 

her advice on how to fit into this 

new culture.   

One day Ruth said to Naomi, let 

me go out into the fields to gather 

leftover grain behind the harvest-

ers. And as it happened she found 

herself working in a field that be-

longed to Boaz a relative of 

Naomi’s late husband; and what 

Naomi knew she had no other sons 

for Ruth and Orpah to marry. 

Orpah agreed to stay behind but 

Ruth was willing to give up the 

possibility of security and children 

in order to care for Naomi.  

  

"Do not urge me to leave you or 

turn back from following you; for 

where you go, I will go and where 

you lodge, I will lodge.  Your people 

shall be my people and your God 

my God".  Ruth 1:16 –   

   

Picture the scene.  Two women 

walk in the unfriendly heat across 

the wilderness; one old and shat-

tered. One young and heartbro-

ken,  one heading home to Bethle-

hem; one leaving familiar sur-

roundings behind in Moab  and not 

knowing what to expect in a 

strange land, yet was willing to 

more Boaz asked Ruth to come 

back and stay with his harvesters 

until the harvest is completed.  

For Ruth, rescue meant eternally 

more. What seemed like a tragedy 

in this young widow’s life was in 

reality a step on the path that led 

her to faith in God.  This true story 

ended happier than anyone could 

have guessed.  Ruth got married to 

Boaz, a romantic tale in itself, 

which made the record books and 

their son Obed, became the grand-

father of great King David, the line 

into which Jesus Christ was born.  

   By Sis Florence Acquah Taylor 

Phone:  

Fax:  

E-mail: felixo40@hotmail.com 
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BLACK HISTORY FIRST 

October is the black history month in the UK.. Here are some lists of “Black History First” 

Wangari Maathai– first African woman to receive the 
Nobel Peace Prize 

Sir Trevor McDonald OBE– the first black news 
reader in the UK 

Bill Morris– the first black leader of a British Trade 
Union 

Robert Adams– the first black actor to play a leading dramatic role on British TV 

Diane Abbot– the first black woman to be elected to 
the House of Commons 

“In the future, when 

your children ask you
, 

“what do these stone
s 
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